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‘The hotel stands as a testimony to the fantastic 
achievement of the EPR team who have worked 
tirelessly to restore and safeguard this unique 

heritage building. As architect and lead designer, 
we enjoyed a collaborative approach with the 

rest of the design team who together have lavishly 
reinvigorated and enlivened this neglected hotel. 

It is a pleasure to see the hotel returned to 
Bloomsbury as a vibrant destination, inviting 

for both the local community and visiting guests. 
We are now delighted to see the Principal London 

re-launch as the Kimpton Fitzroy.’

Tiffany Neller, Director 
EPR Architects



Constructed in 1898, the building was originally designed 
by Charles Fitzroy Doll as one of the first purpose-built 

hotels in London with en-suite bathrooms. It is a rare 
example of renaissance revival style architecture and 
much of the hotel’s lavish interior also later inspired 

Doll in his design for the RMS Titanic.

Over the years a number of refurbishments and architectural 
interventions — along with a certain degree of neglect — have 

destroyed many of the original features and much of the 
building’s innate glamour. The team’s renovation included a hard 

refurbishment of guestrooms to create 334 individual custom 
finished rooms with 39 new luxury suites. 

‘We are very proud of the achievement of the 
EPR team who have worked tirelessly to restore 

and safeguard this unique heritage building. 
As lead designer, we enjoyed a collaborative 

approach with the rest of the design team 
who together have lavishly reinvigorated and 

enlivened this tired neglected hotel.

We are very happy to see the hotel returned 
to Bloomsbury as a vibrant destination for the 

local community as well as hotel guests. EPR are 
now delighted to see the Principal London 

re-launch as the Kimpton Fitzroy.’

Tiffany Neller, Director 
EPR Architects



In 2014, EPR Architects were appointed by 
Starwood Capital as Architect & Lead Designer 
to work alongside Principal Hotels, Tara Bernerd 
& Partners and Russell Sage Studio. The inspiring 

brief challenged the team to restore Charles 
Fitzroy Doll’s lavish Grade II* listed masterpiece 

back to its original grandeur, whilst creating a 
contemporary luxury hotel in the heart of London’s 

most literary neighbourhood.







The interior design draws inspiration from 
the building’s ostentatious grandeur; a bold, 

contemporary fit-out sensitively balances 
the existing rich detailing and texture.

The project has transformed the tired and uninviting 
hotel reception and circulation areas by restoring the 

original double-height gallery and opening up the 
frontage as well as introducing new lobbies, guest 

lifts and multiple lounge areas.



Surrounding the new reception are a number 
of dramatically reinvigorated food and beverage areas, 

including the striking ‘Neptune’ seafood restaurant 
and the all-day coffee house, Burr & Co.

The meeting and events spaces were also significantly 
reconfigured, restored and refurbished with the extravagant 

Banqueting Hall acting as the main event space. One of the most 
sensitive interiors of the building with great historic significance, 

it has been carefully restored with the reintroduction of the 
‘Musician’s Gallery’ overlooking the main ballroom.





Designed in collaboration with 
Russell Sage Studio and Gorgeous 
Group, ‘Fitz’s’, named after Charles 
Fitzroy Doll, takes its inspiration 
from the flamboyant glitz and 
glamour of the gilded jazz age. 
The two distinct bars, the Glitterball 
Room and the Mural Room, play 
homage to the vibrant free spirits 
of Bloomsbury’s past. 



Externally, the building 
is distinctively clad in 
decorative thé-au-
lait terracotta which 
has been extensively 
cleaned and restored 
with a reconfiguration to 
the external entrances. 
Redundant later additions 
have been removed 
and a living ivy canopy 
incorporated into the new 
restaurant entrance.





At the heart of the building is the reintroduction of a Palm 
Court with its new decorative backlit ceiling, external seating 

area and winter garden. The inspirational ‘Palm Court’ 
concept reinvigorates the existing under-utilised conference 
space and reconnects it with the rest of the building. It now 

provides the hotel with a significant multi-functional space with 
diverse and flexible amenities and is undoubtedly the new 

social hub of the Principal London.



The New Palm Court





The renovation included a hard 
refurbishment of guestrooms with an 
interior scheme that draws inspiration 
from the building’s literary heritage and 
the Bloomsbury Group. The new suites 
respond to the historical significance 
of the building, located along the front 
façade and first floor where historically 
the finest guestrooms would have 
been accommodated.





‘It’s been a pleasure working with 
EPR to transform this historic building 

into a luxury modern hotel, repackaged 
as the flagship hotel for Principal.

Through complex design solutions and a 
re-planning of both public and back of house 

spaces, the team’s refurbishment has much 
enhanced the guest experience and restored 

the hotel’s historic grandeur. It’s a delight to see 
the hotel sit proudly once more, reclaiming its 
rightful place as the heart of Russell Square.’

Dani Charleson-Gallacher, Development Director 
Principal Hotels (now IHG)
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