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EPR Architects has been appointed to lead the sensitive refurbishment 
and extension to transform the Grade II-listed Bow Street Magistrates 
Courthouse and Police Station into a luxury boutique hotel and Police 
Museum for Bow Street Hotel Limited. 

EPR Architects will be acting as architect and lead designer to develop 
and implement the concept design by Shanghai-based practice Neri 
& Hu Design and Research Of� ce.

Located in the heart of Covent Garden, Bow Street Magistrates 
was historically the most famous court in England. The police station 
was home to London’s � rst professional police force, the Bow Street 
Runners, and both the courthouse and holding cells housed many 
famous defendants such as the Kray Twins and Oscar Wilde.

The existing building will be largely retained and restored with the 

introduction of a new mansard roof construction. In the courtyard 
area, two new guestroom wings will be created as a modern element 
to complement and unify the existing buildings. The Bow Street Hotel 
will feature 100 guestrooms including four in the original police 
cells, as well as a signature restaurant and bar and a � tness suite. The 
original courtroom will be transformed into the hotel restaurant with 
an adjacent bar and lounge area. A Bow Street Police Museum will 
also be created in and around the original police cells on the ground 
� oor, which will be open to the public. The court closed back in 2006 
after 267 years in operation, it is set to open again in 2015.

It has also been revealed that EPR Architects is working with Sydell 
Group on the development of a 252-room hotel in collaboration 
with Soho House. The London hotel will be located at 27 Poultry in 
a Grade I-listed building designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 
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